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THE AMERICAN PRISON ASSOCIATION 

service. It is a step in the direction of making prison labor conforni 
to the most approved educational standards. Labor has high educational 
value — no other agency surpasses it in this respect — and, therefore, it 
must be applied in the efforts of society to readjust the criminal. It 
loses much of its force, however, like any other method of education, 
unless it can be applied in favorable conditions. We cannot inspire the 
best citizenship in a cramped, filthy, ill-ventilated school house, nor de- 
velop a historian where there are no archives. We must become familiar 
with the conditions in which the process of education goes on most 
favorably and then secure those conditions at any cost. That is what 
the state is doing in the name of the public in the school system. It is 
time to apply the same wisdom in our penitentiary methods as well. 
The greatest possible spontaneity in work and the most healthful sur- 
roundings available must be found, in order to get the best returns, in 
the shape of re-education, from prison labor. With this in view, farm 
labor easily demonstrates its superiority. Egbert H. Gault. 



THE AMERICAN PRISON ASSOCIATION. 

The American Prison Association held its annual congress in In- 
dianapolis from October 11 to 16, inclusive. In point of attendance of 
delegates and members the congress was successful even beyond expecta- 
tions. To one who for the first time mingled there with American 
prison ofiicials and students of penology, this great body seemed to be 
a high-minded, intelligent and intensely earnest group of public ser- 
vants. It was the testimony of those who, year after year, have met at 
this congress and listened to the discussions among its members, that 
this assemblage represented a distinct forward step in point of excellence 
of its program. It is a matter for regret that, because of the lateness of 
the day, we are unable to insert in the present issue of this Jouhnal 
the abstracts of several of the most important reports and addresses that 
were presented at the congress. It is our purpose to have the abstracts 
ready for the following issue of the Jouhnal and to insert there also, 
probably, and in subsequent issues, some entire papers that appeared 
on the program. 

A notable feature of the assembly was the visit of the com- 
missioners from Prussia, Messrs. Plaschke, Schlosser, Hiekmann and 
Remmpis, who are spending some time in America. They were ap- 
pointed by the Prussian Government to visit America for the pur- 
pose of studying our penal system, our court procedure, our 
philanthropies, and, in fact, every phase of American life and ac- 
tivity that can have any bearing upon the development and treat- 
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ment of criminals. They were repeatedly honored by the Prison Asso- 
ciation, and were entertained at luncheon, together with a score of other 
guests, by Judge Quincy A. Myers, Justice of the Supreme Court of In- 
diana and President of the Institute of Criminal Law and Criminology. 
One of the live subjects of the day that received considerable atten- 
tion was the colony treatment of prisoners. High ground was taken in 
the Warden's Association in the discussion of Probation, Parole, and 
Correspondence Schools for prisoners. One would justifiably infer on 
the basis of discussions that were provoked there, that the popular for- 
eign conception of our American prison wardens as mere political heelers 
is a mistake. The ideal prison system for a state was discussed by Gov- 
ernor Foss of Massachusetts; child labor and crime; the indeterminate 
sentence; medical departments in penal institutions, their equipment 
and management; criminal law reform, and many other subjects were 
under discussion. The report of the standing committee on criminal 
law reform was submitted by the Honorable Warren W. Foster, Judge 
of the Court of General Sessions, New York City. It was discussed ad- 
mirably by Mr. Herbert E. Limberg, of the New York Bar, New York 
City. 

One of the very attractive features of the congress was an exhibit 
illustrating the enactment and administration of criminal law in Indi- 
ana. It was arranged by Mr. Amos W. Butler, Secretary of the State 
Board of Charities, Indianapolis. Here there was set forth before the 
observer, in concrete form, not only the present status of the charitable 
organizations and administration of law in the state, but the historical 
development of the situation as it stands today. The exhibit was a 
piece of work that had a high educational value, and Mr. Butler is to be 
congratulated for having conceived it. 

The newly elected president of the Prison Association is Dr. Samuel 
G. Smith, of St. Paul, and the next annual meeting will be held in that 
city. 

The tendency toward the study of the individual delinquent found 
expression in the Prison Physicians' Association, where discussions of 
the mental factor in crime and important types of delinquents were dis- 
cussed. The same tendency was illustrated also in the action of a group 
of physicians and psychologists who organized a new section of the 
Prison Association, to be known as The American Association of Clinical 
Criminology. 

The membership of the new association will be small. It will be 
limited to those who are actually contributing to the sum of human 
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knowledge of individual delinquents in the fields of medicine and 
psychology. It is, as its name indicates, an association for the 
cUnical investigation of criminology and no more than that. The first 
impulse toward its organization was given by Dr. David C. Peyton, 
superintendent of the Indiana State Eeformatbry at JefEersonville, who 
invited a number of gentlemen who are engaged in research to meet him 
in Indianapolis at the Prison Congress to discuss the problems of crim- 
inology from the point of view of the scientific investigator. The new 
association plans, each year, to select one of its number to deliver an 
address in one of the general sessions of the Prison Congress in which 
the results of clinical research shall be set forth in popular fashion. No 
knowledge is worth while that doesn't help. 

The new association has been made a section or auxiliary society 
within the American Prison Association. It is its purpose also to seek 
status as a section in the Institute of Criminal Law and Criminology. 
It will then be its aim to present, each year, a program at the annual 
meeting of each of the larger organizations. The officers for the ensuing 
year are as follows: Dr. F. L. Christian, of the Elmira Eeformatory, 
president; Prof. E. B. von Kleinsmid, of the Jeff er son ville, Ind., Re- 
formatory, secretary-treasurer. The Executive Council is composed of 
Dr. David C. Peyton, of Jefferson ville ; Prof. Lightner Witmer, of the 
University of Pennsylvania; Dr. William Healy, of Chicago; Dr. Kath- 
arine B. Davis, of the New York Eeformatory for Women; Prof. Eobert 
H. Gault, of Northwestern University, and the president and secretary 
of the association ex-officio. 

Egbert H. Gault. 
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